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Cynthia Hansen 
Executive Vice President, Utilities & Power Operations, Enbridge Inc.
Outgoing Chair, Ontario Energy Association 

Welcome to the OEA ENERGYCONFERENCE18. It is a very exciting time 
for energy in Ontario and a great time for our conference. As our new 
government continues to deliver on its energy mandate, the OEA is uniquely 
positioned to provide guidance and insight to help clarify Ontario’s energy 
vision. As the credible and trusted voice of the energy sector, the OEA can 
continue to play an integral role in energy policy development and decision 
making through avenues such as this conference – an Ontario-based platform 
for industry stakeholders to come together and dissect the most pressing 
issues of the day.  Some of the issues we will cover today include: the 
direction of environmental policies; the influence of disruptive technologies; 
the need for regulatory reforms and competitiveness and business energy 
costs. 

Our role as industry leaders is to be flexible and innovative and work together 
to contribute to sound policies on these issues that will ensure Ontario has 
continued access to the low-cost, clean and reliable energy that supports our 
economic prosperity and unparalleled quality of life. 

I would like to thank the association for hosting this event and I look forward 
to the discussions and debates that will take place throughout the conference. 
I’m confident that together we can make the most of this opportunity to build 
a stronger energy future for Ontario.  

Rob Lister
President and CEO, Oakville Enterprises 
Incoming Chair, Ontario Energy Association 

As the incoming Chair of the OEA, it is with great pleasure to welcome you to 
ENERGYCONFERENCE18. With the recent change in Ontario’s government 
this event’s theme “Energy Vision” is timely and exciting. There are many 
intriguing developments within our industry and they will be at the forefront 
of presentations and conversations here in Toronto. Not only do events like 
this fuel discussions surrounding opportunities, trends and issues facing 
Ontario’s energy sector but they provide a think tank for engaging thought 
about innovation and methods for transforming. 

Make the most of this annual event to network with your industry peers, 
business leaders, and government officials.  I’m sure you will meet new 
people and re-acquaint with colleagues. I would like to extend my sincere 
appreciation to the OEA for organizing this preeminent event and bringing 
together professionals and industry stakeholders from across North America. 
To all the attendees, I offer my best wishes for a memorable and productive 
conference. I hope everyone leaves ENERGYCONFERENCE18 engaged and 
encouraged about Ontario’s energy future. 

Vince Brescia 
President and CEO, Ontario Energy Association 
 
It is an honour and a pleasure, as the President & CEO of the Ontario Energy 
Association, to warmly welcome our distinguished guests and delegates to 
ENERGYCONFERENCE18. This gathering of industry leaders, regulators 
and key government decision makers is a unique opportunity for us to share 
insights and creative ideas to move Ontario’s energy sector into the future 
for a stronger tomorrow. With our common goals and mutual passion for the 
exciting and challenging innovations facing the industry, I invite you all to 
actively participate in the discussions and networking opportunities that this 
conference offers.

With our new provincial government in place, we can address the 
fundamental issues, opportunities and trends facing the energy sector 
together and with confidence. I would like to extend our appreciation to the 
Hon. Rod Phillips, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks and 
to the Hon. Greg Rickford, Minister of Energy, Northern Development and 
Mines/Minister of Indigenous Affairs for their generous contribution to the 
conference as our keynote speakers.

In addition, our sponsors, committees and exhibitors make this conference 
a great success and our sincere thanks goes out to them. The OEA 
ENERGYGALA18 promises to be another spectacular event to celebrate 
and recognize the accomplishments that our members have achieved this 
year. On behalf of the OEA, welcome to the Omni King Edward for the 
ENERGYCONFERENCE18!

Welcome to the Ontario Energy Association’s

ENERGYCONFERENCE18



  Your Guide to OEA ENERGYCONFERENCE18
GET CHARGED UP...
Keep your electronic devices charged with NRStor’s complimentary Charging Station 
located at the back of the Sovereign Ballroom.

STAY CONNECTED...
Be sure to connect to the conference’s FREE wifi and follow us on social media using #OEA.

WIFI
Network: OMNI MEETING
User name: ENERGY18
Password: ENERGY18

ATTEND THE AGM...
OEA members may attend the Annual General Meeting at 12:15 pm in the Knightsbridge 
Room. Receive updates of the Association’s activities over the past year and join the 
election of the 2019 OEA Board of Directors. 

RELAX IN THE VIP LOUNGE...
Conference sponsors and speakers have exclusive access to the VIP Lounge located in 
the Kensington Ballroom. Retreat to the VIP Lounge for a private area to return messages, 
network and enjoy light refreshments. 

DRESS TO IMPESS... 
ENERGYCONFERENCE18 | Office attire or business casual
ENERGYGALA18 | Office attire or semi formal

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION...
Registration & ENERGYCONFERENCE18..............................Sovereign Ballroom, Main Floor
Exhibitors | Breaks | Luncheon | All-day Refreshments.....................Lobby Lounge, Main Floor
VIP Lounge..............................................................................Kensington Ballroom, 2nd Floor
AGM........................................................................................Knightsbridge Room, 2nd Floor
Gala Reception....................................................................................Crystal Foyer, 17th Floor 
ENERGYGALA18..........................................................................Crystal Ballroom, 17th Floor
Closing Reception...............................................................................Crystal Foyer, 17th Floor 

@energyontario

The Ontario Energy Association

@ontarioenergyassociation



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS, EXHIBITORS & 
SUPPORTING PARTNERS!
ENERGYCONFERENCE18: OEA CORPORATE SPONSORS:

Panel Sponsor Panel Sponsor Panel Sponsor Panel Sponsor

Lanyard Sponsor

Energizer Break Sponsor

Pens & Notebook 
Sponsor

ENERGYGALA18
Dinner Sponsor

Networking Luncheon 
Sponsor

Registration Sponsor Chocolate Sponsor

ENERGYAWARDS
Sponsor

Charging Station 
 Sponsor

Closing Reception  
Sponsor

Exhibitor

Exhibitor Exhibitor Supporting Partner Supporting Partner

Diamond Sponsor

Silver Sponsor

Platinum Sponsor

Silver Sponsor

Platinum Sponsor

Bronze Sponsor Bronze Sponsor

Platinum Sponsor

Interested in sponsoring 
2019 OEA events ? 
 
Please contact: Lina DiMatteo, Events Manager: 
lina@energyontario.ca or 647-493-2478

NextEra Energy Canada is a leader in producing
electricity from clean and renewable resources, and 
a proud sponsor of the Ontario Energy Association. 

Energy Law Sponsor



AGENDA
Registration | Exhibitors | Networking Hot Breakfast Buffet

WELCOME | OPENING REMARKS
Vince Brescia, President & CEO, Ontario Energy Association

ENERGY OUTLOOK - OPENING KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Seabron Adamson, Vice President, Charles River Associates

To kick-start OEA ENERGYCONFERENCE18, Seabron Adamson, Vice President 
at Charles River Associates, will present his vision for the energy sector in Ontario 
going forward – what are the key steps Ontario needs to take?

Peter Gregg, President & CEO, Independent Electricity System Operator

The IESO’s President and Chief Executive Officer, Peter Gregg, will speak about how 
the electricity sector in Ontario is evolving. 

ONTARIO'S ENERGY OUTLOOK - PANEL

Ontario’s energy sector is changing in many ways. Climate Change policies have 
and will continue to change the province’s energy sector significantly. Technology 
is changing how energy is produced and consumed. The regulatory framework is 
undergoing a review. Shifting competitive positioning between jurisdictions may 
affect energy demand.  All of these factors will create challenging decisions for 
infrastructure investment and public policy in the sector. What are the key energy 
issues facing government, sector participants, the investment community, and 
consumers?

Steve Baker, President, Union Gas Limited
David Dal Bello, Managing Director, Head, Canadian Power, Utilities & 
Infrastructure, RBC Capital Markets
Jeffrey Lyash, President & CEO, Ontario Power Generation
Moderated by: Jason Chee-Aloy, Managing Director, Power Advisory LLC

Energizer Break | Exhibitors

8:15 AM

9:00 AM

9:10 AM

9:10 AM

9:35 AM

9:45 AM

10:30 AM

ENERGYCONFERENCE18



MODERN REGULATOR - KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Richard Dicerni, Chair, OEB Modernization Review Panel

MODERN REGULATOR - PANEL

To tackle the challenges of a changing energy system, the OEB has established an 
Advisory Committee on Innovation and the Ontario government has established a 
Review Panel to consider the appropriate mandate, role and structure of a modern 
energy regulator. What are the essential attributes of a modern energy regulator? How 
have other jurisdictions modernized their regulatory frameworks to meet changes in 
technology, new business models, consumer preferences, and government policy (e.g., 
climate change)? What top priority policy or structural changes are needed in Ontario?

Annette Beitel, President, Future Energy Enterprises, LLC
Anurag Gupta, Partner, KPMG Canada and Global Sector Head, Power, Infrastructure
George Vegh, Counsel, McCarthy Tetrault
Moderated by: Ian Mondrow, Partner, Gowling WLG

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Hon. Rod Phillips, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 

Annual General Meeting | Board of Directors

Networking Lunch | Exhibitors

ENERGY SECTOR TRANSITION - KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Dalia Patino-Echeverri, Gendell Associate Professor of Energy Systems and Public 
Policy at the Nicholas School of the Environment at Duke University

Dr. Patino-Echeverri will discuss public policy design for energy systems, with a particular 
emphasis on managing the risks arising from the uncertainties influencing the outcomes 
of government actions.

ENERGY SECTOR TRANSITION - PANEL

Ontario’s electricity system is now said to be 96% emissions free.  While it currently 
has ample capacity, incremental capacity is expected to be needed in about 7-8 
years.  However, at the same time, electricity consumption currently represents only 
16% of Ontario’s energy consumption. In contrast, petroleum products and natural 
gas represent 46% and 30% of energy consumption. Additionally, there are growing 
interactions between gas, electricity, and transport. How do we better coordinate our 
energy planning in Ontario?  What are other jurisdictions doing for broader energy 
planning? What are the primary government policy/program actions needed in Ontario 
to optimize our continued energy transition?

Aisha Bukhari, Senior Manager, Advanced Energy Centre, MaRS Discovery District
James Coyne, Senior Vice President & Board Member, Concentric Energy Advisors
Ray Williams, Former Director of Climate Policy & Analysis, PG&E
Moderated by: James Strapp, Partner, Utilities and Digital Operations, 
PricewaterhouseCoopers

COMPETITIVENESS & BUSINESS ENERGY COSTS - PANEL

Ontario has put in place generous electricity rate assistance for regulated price plan 
customers. Many larger commercial and industrial are also eligible to achieve low 
electricity rates through the Industrial Conservation Initiative (ICI), through “GA [Global 
Adjustment] busting” initiatives, or by taking advantage of Ontario’s competitive 
natural gas system. However, there are many energy intensive medium and small-
businesses that are either not eligible for or unable to take advantage of assistance 
programs. What policies are needed to help these businesses? Does Ontario need 
an integrated policy focused on the energy costs of businesses? What are other 
jurisdictions doing to assist businesses with increasing energy costs? What policies do 
we need to help attract new businesses to Ontario?

Janet De Silva, President & CEO, Toronto Region Board of Trade
David Horwood, Director & Vice President, Effort Trust Company
Craig Sabine, Director, Energy Transformation, Navigant
Moderated by: Ron Clark, Partner, Aird & Berlis

Energizer Break | Exhibitors

UTILITY EVOLUTION IN ONTARIO - PANEL

Given all the changes taking place in the energy marketplace, utilities continue 
to adapt and redefine themselves. Climate change policies are altering energy 
usage patterns. Customers have access to new technologies that give them greater 
autonomy over their energy use. New energy companies are emerging that are 
offering innovative services and products to consumers directly, potentially challenging 
traditional monopoly. What are the key policy/program changes needed in Ontario 
to ensure the ongoing success and growth of Ontario’s gas and electric utilities and 
optimal outcomes for consumers?

Brian Bentz, President & CEO, Alectra
Anthony Haines, President & CEO, Toronto Hydro
Cynthia Hansen, Executive Vice President, Utilities & Power Operations, Enbridge Inc.
Moderated by: Rick Counihan, Vice President, Regulatory and Government Affairs 
(North America), Nest

CLOSING REMARKS 
Vince Brescia, President & CEO, Ontario Energy Association

11:00 AM

11:15 AM

12:00 PM

12:15 PM

12:15 PM

1:15 PM

1:30 PM

2:15 PM

3:00 PM

3:30 PM

4:15 PM



AGENDA 
OPENING RECEPTION

WELCOME | OPENING REMARKS
Vince Brescia, President & CEO, Ontario Energy Association

ENTERTAINMENT
Jessica Holmes, Celebrated Comedian, Author, Mental Health Advocate

OEA CHAIR - GAVEL PRESENTATION

ENERGYAWARDS CEREMONY 
Customer Service | Company | Innovation | Employee | Leader 
 
Plated Dinner + Dessert

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Hon. Greg Rickford, Minister of Energy, Northern Development and Mines/
Minister of Indigenous Affairs 

CLOSING REMARKS 
Vince Brescia, President & CEO, Ontario Energy Association

Closing Reception and photo ops

Event Concludes 

ENERGYGALA18

4:30 PM

5:30 PM

5:35 PM

5:50 PM

6:00 PM

6:25 PM

7:30 PM

7:50 PM

8:00 PM

9:00 PM



SEABRON ADAMSON
Vice President, Charles River Associates 

Seabron Adamson was co-head of CRA’s Energy Practice from 2006 to 2008. In this role he 
led a team of more than 15 experts in the Enterprise and Asset Investment group, focusing 
on the quantitative analysis of US and international energy markets.

Mr. Adamson focuses on the application of economic analysis to competitive energy markets 
for both electricity and natural gas. He has worked extensively on market design, asset 
valuation, litigation support, transmission pricing, and contract analysis.

He has provided extensive expert testimony before the FERC, US state and Canadian 
provincial regulators, and arbitral tribunals. His international work on energy sector 
restructuring, pricing, and valuation issues includes projects in the European Union, India, 
China, and Latin America. He has also advised a range of generation, utility, and investment 
banking clients on generation valuation, finance, and mergers and acquisitions. 

Previously, Mr. Adamson was a director at Tabor Caramanis & Associates and a co-founder of 
Frontier Economics.

PETER GREGG
President & CEO, Independent Electricity System Operator

Peter Gregg is President and Chief Executive Officer of the Independent Electricity 
System Operator. Under Mr. Gregg’s leadership, the IESO oversees the safe and reliable 
operation of Ontario’s bulk electrical system and market, the province’s energy planning and 
procurement, and works with its partners to guide conservation efforts across the province.

Mr. Gregg is an experienced leader in Ontario’s electricity sector. As the President and CEO 
of Enersource from 2014 to 2016, he was integral in the merger of four of Ontario’s largest 
local distribution companies to create Alectra Energy Solutions Inc., the second largest 
municipally-owned utility in North America. Prior to this, Mr. Gregg served as COO at Hydro 
One Networks, overseeing effective power distribution across Ontario. Throughout his 
career, he’s been recognized for his leadership abilities and in 2015 and 2016 received the 
Ontario Energy Association’s “Leader of the Year Award”.

Mr. Gregg currently serves on the Council of Independent System Operators and Regional 
Transmission Organizations, which supports sustainable and reliable electric power delivery 
to millions of consumers across the continent. He is on the Member Representatives 
Committee of the North American Electric Reliability Corporation. He also sits on the Board 
of Directors of the Greater Toronto Airports Authority, the Ontario Energy Network, the 
Canadian Electricity Association and the Electrical Safety Authority, where he chairs the Audit 
Committee.EN
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ENERGY OUTLOOK
KEYNOTE ADDRESSES    



STEVE BAKER
President & CEO, Union Gas Limited

Steve Baker is President of Union Gas Limited. Baker brings a wealth of financial, business 
development, marketing and customer service experience to the role, which he assumed 
in January 2012. Baker joined Union Gas in 1989 and has held a number of senior 
management positions in regulatory, finance and marketing over the course of his career. 
Prior to his current role, he served as vice president and treasurer of Spectra Energy 
Corp. He also previously served as vice president of business development – storage and 
transmission for Union Gas, managing the business development activities for storage 
and transmission as well as gas supply acquisition and planning, product and service 
development, customer support, system planning and capacity management. Baker is 
the current chair of the Canadian Gas Association. Prior to joining Union Gas, Baker was 
an accountant with Clarkson Gordon (Ernst & Young). During his four years with Clarkson 
Gordon, he worked in audit and tax and served a variety of corporate clients.

DAVID DAL BELLO
Managing Director, Head Canadian Power,
Utilities & Infrastructure,
RBC Capital Markets

David Dal Bello is a Managing Director, Head of Canadian Power, Utilities and Infrastructure 
at RBC Capital Markets. David is responsible for many of RBC’s key relationships in the 
Canadian Power & Utility sector providing these clients with corporate finance, M&A, equity 
and debt financing advice. He also is responsible for coordinating RBC’s infrastructure 
relationships with the key Canadian pension and infrastructure funds. David joined RBC 
in 1993 and has been involved in the power and utility sector since 1996 when he joined 
the Canadian Debt Capital Markets team. In 2002, David moved to the Corporate Finance 
group with RBC, focusing on developing senior relationships with the Canadian power & 
utility clients.

David is Chairman of the Havergal College Foundation Board of Trustees, a member of the 
Board of Governors for Havergal College and coordinates many of the fund raising efforts at 
RBC Capital Markets for The Hospital for Sick Children (SickKids).

JEFFREY J. LYASH
President & CEO, Ontario Power Generation Inc.

Jeff Lyash is the President and CEO of Ontario Power Generation Inc. (OPG). OPG is one 
of the largest electrical generating companies in Canada with a diverse fleet of nuclear, 
hydroelectric, gas, biomass and renewable generating stations. Lyash was formerly 
the President of CB&I Power where he was responsible for a full range of engineering, 
procurement and construction of multi-billion dollar electrical generation projects in both 
domestic and international markets. He also provided operating plant services for nuclear, 
coal, gas, oil and renewable generation. Prior to joining CB&I, Lyash served as Executive 
Vice President of Energy Supply for Duke Energy. He led engineering, maintenance and 
operations of the company’s 42,000-megawatt generation fleet, fuel procurement, power 
trading, major projects and construction, environmental programs, and health and safety 
programs. In 2018, Lyash was appointed Chair of the Electric Power Research Institute 
(EPRI), an international non-profit organization for public interest energy and environmental 
research. EPRI’s membership represents more than 1,000 organizations in 35 participating 
countries.

JASON CHEE-ALOY
Managing Director, Power Advisory LLC

Jason Chee-Aloy is a senior energy professional with over 20 years of experience in 
regulated and competitive energy markets.  Mr. Chee-Aloy has been the Managing Director 
of Power Advisory LLC since September 2010.  Power Advisory LLC is a leading electricity 
management consulting firm specializing in market analysis, business strategy, generation, 
transmission and energy storage development and procurement, policy development, 
regulatory and litigation support, contract management support, wholesale market design, 
project feasibility assessment and technical due diligence.  Power Advisory LLC has offices in 
Boston, Calgary, and Toronto.  Mr. Chee-Aloy is based in the Toronto office and is presently 
acting for multiple Canadian and non-Canadian clients with business and policy interests 
across Canada and the United States, within the areas of generation development and 
investment opportunities, transmission development, energy storage development, market 
assessment and intelligence, business strategy, wholesale electricity market design, and 
energy policy development. Prior to joining Power Advisory LLC, Jason was the Director of 
Generation Procurement at the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) from August 2005 to August 
2010. Mr. Chee-Aloy has also worked as an Energy Economist, in the public and private 
sectors, analysing competitive electricity and natural gas markets.O
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RICHARD DICERNI
Chair, OEB Modernization Review Panel 

Mr. Dicerni started his career with the federal government in 1969. In the 1970s and 1980s, 
he held a number of executive positions in the federal public service including Senior 
Assistant Deputy Minister, Health and Welfare; and Deputy Secretary to the Cabinet. In 
1992, he joined the Ontario Government as Deputy Minister of Environment and Energy. In 
1995, he assumed the position of Deputy Minister, Education and Training.

Mr. Dicerni served as President of Ontario Power Generation between 2003 and 2005.

He rejoined the Canadian Government as Deputy Minister of Industry where he served from 
2006 to 2012. He was named Deputy Minister of Alberta Executive Council and Head of the 
Alberta Public Service on October 15, 2014 and served until April 16, 2016.

He was appointed to the Order of Canada in December 2017.

KEYNOTE ADDRESS    



ANNETTE BEITEL
President, Future Energy Enterprises, LLC

Annette has over twenty years’ experience providing legal, regulatory, procurement, and 
management support to energy efficiency and renewable energy programs in California, the 
Midwest, and internationally. 

She has over fifteen years’ experience leading and managing large, multi-disciplinary and 
multi-stakeholder efforts in the Clean Energy space, including collaboratives, working 
groups, advisory councils and non-profit governance boards.

ANURAG GUPTA
Partner, KPMG Canada & Global Sector Head,
Power, Infrastructure

Anurag has over 15 years combined experience in project and corporate finance with 
extensive experience in structuring projects and complex transactions in the energy and 
infrastructure development sectors. Prior to KPMG, he was a founding member of the 
Project Finance group at Infrastructure Ontario (IO), a Crown agency dedicated to delivering 
major (>$100 million) public infrastructure projects. Anurag has significant experience in the 
energy sector having worked at Ontario Power Generation in Toronto and TXU Energy in 
Dallas in a variety of roles such as trading, structured transactions, quantitative analysis and 
credit risk.

In these sectors, he has extensive experience advising developers, investors and institutional 
groups on transaction structuring, debt and equity raising, deal selection, M&A, and 
regulatory issues. In his global infrastructure role, Anurag has access to our major energy 
practices and a network of contacts worldwide. Anurag has significant experience advising 
governments on their infrastructure and energy programs – e.g. UK Government (£110bn 
Electricity Market Reform program for Low Carbon Power), ASEAN Governments (Japan – 
METI, Taiwan -Energy), DRC, South Africa, India, etc. Anurag’s experience with infrastructure 
and energy transactions include toll roads, social accommodation (Justice, Healthcare, 
Detention Centers), water and waste water, and power generation (natural gas, coal, solar, 
wind, hydro, nuclear), transmission, and distribution.

GEORGE VEGH
Counsel, McCarthy Tetrault

George Vegh is the head of McCarthy Tetrault’s Toronto energy regulation practice, where 
he provides advocacy and advisory services to private and public sector clients. George’s 
main focus is on public utility and wholesale market regulation in the energy sector. Prior to 
joining McCarthy Tétrault, George was General Counsel of the Ontario Energy Board.

George is a leader in the energy sector, having served as Chair of the Ontario Energy 
Association and the IESO Market Forum. He currently serves on the OEB Chair’s Innovation 
Advisory Committee, the Toronto Board of Trade Energy Committee, and as Vice-Chair 
of the Board of the Association of Power Producers of Ontario. He also led a number of 
industry initiatives, including Task Forces on Distribution Rate Regulation, Infrastructure 
Renewal, Distributed Generation, and Transmission Connection for Renewable Generation.

George is an Adjunct Professor of Energy Law and Regulatory Governance at the University 
of Toronto Law School, the Munk School of Global Affairs and Public Policy, University of 
Calgary Law School and at Osgoode Hall Law School, where he is also the Program Director 
for the Masters’ Program in Energy and Infrastructure Law.

IAN MONDROW
Partner, Gowling WLG

Ian Mondrow leads Gowling WLG’s energy regulation and policy practice in the firm’s 
Toronto office. He advises on a variety of matters in the natural gas and electricity sectors, 
including: Energy policy; Regulatory policy and processes; Rates and tariff matters; Facilities 
applications; Compliance and licensing issues. Ian has represented electricity generators, 
transmitters and distributors, competitive energy retailers and energy consumers before the 
Ontario Energy Board, the National Energy Board, and in other Canadian regulatory forums. 
Ian is a member of the Council for Clean & Reliable Electricity, a federally incorporated non-
profit organization that was formed to provide a platform for open public dialogue and a 
solutions-oriented approach to the challenges of the energy sector.

Prior to joining Gowling WLG, Ian practised at a prominent national firm, served as special 
advisor to the chair of the Ontario Energy Board, and was Vice-President; Government & 
Regulatory Affairs with a major integrated energy retail and solutions company.M
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DALIA PATINO-ECHEVERRI
Gendell Associate Professor of Energy Systems and Public Policy, The Nicholas School of the 
Environment at Duke University

Dalia Patino-Echeverri is the Gendell Associate Professor of Energy Systems and Public 
Policy at the Nicholas School of the Environment at Duke University where she explores, 
assesses, and proposes technological, policy, and market approaches to contribute to the 
goal of striking a balance between environmental sustainability, affordability, and reliability in 
electricity systems.

Much of the work of her research group focuses on the decisions that policy makers, private 
companies, and citizens face regarding capital investments in electricity infrastructure, and 
in the methods available to analyze and improve these decisions. The models developed by 
this group integrate the tools of operations research and engineering to account for the risk 
and uncertainty that permeate policy, investment, and operational choices, and to consider 
the value of maintaining flexibility in several dimensions.

Dr. Patino-Echeverri is also adjunct associate professor at the Engineering and Public 
Policy Department at Carnegie Mellon University and co-principal investigator of the NSF 
Center for Climate and Energy Decision Making.  She received B.S. and M.Sc. degrees in 
Industrial Engineering from University of The Andes, Bogotá, Colombia and the PhD degree 
in Engineering and Public Policy from Carnegie Mellon University. During the 2018-2019 
academic year, Professor Patino-Echeverri will be visiting Duke Kunshan University in China 
where she will continue a project to characterize the uncertainty on future electricity demand 
in China, and studying regulatory and market design options for the Chinese electric power 
sector.LU
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HON. ROD PHILLIPS
Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks

The Honourable Rod Phillips was sworn in as Ontario’s Minister of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks on June 29, 2018.

Minister Phillips, MPP for Ajax, assumes his current role following a successful business 
career. Most recently, he was Chair of Afiniti Canada, a global artificial intelligence company, 
and Postmedia, Canada’s largest news media company.

The minister is a former President and CEO of the Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corporation, 
and of Shepell.fgi, a Canadian-based international employee health company. As well, he 
was volunteer chair of CivicAction, which brings together business, labour and community 
leaders to address challenges facing the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area.

The minister has also served as chief of staff in the offices of then-Minister of Labour 
Elizabeth Witmer and former Toronto Mayor Mel Lastman.

Born in Newmarket, the minister has an Honours BA in political science and english from the 
University of Western Ontario, and an MBA from Wilfrid Laurier University.

KEYNOTE ADDRESSES    



JAMES COYNE
Senior Vice President & Board Member, Concentric Energy Advisors

James M. Coyne, Senior Vice President at Concentric Energy Advisors Inc., provides 
financial, regulatory, strategic and litigation support services to clients in the electric 
power and natural gas industries. Drawing upon his extensive energy-related background, 
he regularly advises utilities, generating companies, public agencies and private equity 
investors on the purchase, sale and investment in energy facilities. This work includes 
development of business strategies, investment evaluations, and the provision of expert 
opinions on matters pertaining to rate policy, valuation, capital costs, fuels and power 
markets. In addition, he focuses on the development of renewable and wind energy 
resources.

Prior to CEA, Mr. Coyne worked in senior consulting and financial advisory positions for FTI 
Consulting, Arthur Andersen, and Navigant Consulting. He also managed the corporate 
planning function for an integrated oil company, and served in regulatory and policy 
positions in Maine and Massachusetts. He has testified before jurisdictions in California, New 
Jersey, Maine, Texas, Vermont and Wisconsin. 

RAY WILLIAMS
Director – Climate Policy and Analysis, Strategy and Policy Department,
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E)

Ray Williams just recently retired from Pacific Gas & Electric Company (PG&E), where he was 
the Director of Climate Policy and Analysis.  Mr. Williams’s scope included federal and state 
climate policy and analysis covering both the electric and gas businesses.  In 2017, Ray was 
extensively engaged in the development of AB 398, the state’s cap-and-trade extension bill, 
and its companion bill, AB 617, addressing air quality in local communities.  Ray was also 
on the board for PG&E’s ClimateSmart program, a voluntary offsets program to help PG&E’s 
customers achieve zero-GHG electricity consumption. Mr. Williams joined PG&E in 1981.  
Prior to his current position, Mr. Williams held a wide variety of positions at PG&E, including 
electric supply planning and operations, corporate planning, retail electric and gas rate 
design, gas transmission rate cases, and designing and running RFOs for new generation.  
He has supported PG&E through electric and gas industry restructuring, in its bankruptcy 
resulting from the failure of electric industry restructuring, and in the development of its 
long-term electric procurement processes.

JAMES STRAPP
Partner, Utilities & Digital Operations, PricewaterhouseCoopers

James Strapp is a Partner in the PricewaterhouseCoopers Power and Utilities Consulting 
Practice, based in Toronto.  He brings over 25 years of experience consulting to the energy 
and utility industry around the world, with particular focus on the introduction of disruptive 
technologies. His expertise includes competitive electricity markets, smart metering, smart 
grid, GIS, advanced analytics, mobile solutions, program planning, and operational strategy.
Prior to rejoining PwC in January 2018, James was the global leader of IBM’s Energy & 
Utilities consulting practice, given him the opportunity to work with a diverse set of utilities 
around the globe, including the US, Western Europe, Japan, China, Malaysia and Australia.

In Ontario, James has held lead roles in province’s energy transformation, including the 
introduction of wholesale and retail competition, the implementation of smart meters, and 
some of the province’s most innovative initiatives in smart grid, dynamic rates and, more 
recently, the application of artificial intelligence. With PwC, James leads the firm’s efforts 
in Digital Operations across asset-intensive industries, including utilities. His focus is on 
the effective approaches to applying digital approaches and disruptive technologies in a 
complex environments addressing safety, security, privacy and risk.EN
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AISHA BUKHARI
Senior Manager, Advanced Energy Centre, MaRS Discovery District

Aisha Bukhari is the Senior Manager leading the Energy Systems Practice for the Advanced 
Energy Centre at MaRS.

Aisha is passionate about clean energy, innovation, and social justice. She spent the 
formative part of her career at Toronto Hydro where she worked in both engineering 
and business development roles. In her engineering role, she led development of smart 
grid solutions for the distribution grid. In her business development role, she worked on 
the mergers and acquisitions portfolio. Aisha is co-founder of an edtech startup, Attollo 
Social Enterprise. She also serves as an executive board member and director for Women 
in Renewable Energy (WiRE), a non-profit organization aimed at advancing the role and 
recognition of women in the energy sector.
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DAVID HORWOOD
Vice President, Effort Trust Company

David Horwood is Director & Vice President – Residential of The Effort Trust Company, a Real 
Estate and Financial Services enterprise based in Hamilton, Ontario. Effort Trust develops 
and manages multi-family communities, retail centers and office/industrial properties 
throughout Ontario, with a focus on Hamilton-Burlington, Kitchener – Waterloo, and Niagara 
regions. Currently, the multi-family portfolio of Effort Trust includes over 10,000 dwelling 
units under David’s direction, and another 8 million sf of commercial property.

In addition to management of the residential portfolio, David has functional responsibility 
for Utilities Management and Risk Management for Effort Trust’s entire portfolio of over 15 
million square feet of investment property. Currently, David is an Advisor to CryptoGlobal 
Corp., sits on the Boards of McMaster University and the Federation of Rental Housing 
Providers of Ontario (FRPO) where he named to their Executive Committee and is a Past 
Chairman.

RON CLARK 
Partner, Aird & Berlis LLP

Ron Clark is a partner and a member of Aird & Berlis LLP’s Corporate/Commercial Group 
and Energy Team. Ron’s corporate/commercial practice includes advising corporations, 
municipalities and individuals on commercial agreements, asset and share purchase 
transactions, mergers and acquisitions, secured lending transactions. Ron’s energy practice 
involves counselling stakeholder groups, retailers, distributors and generators on legislative 
and policy matters relating to electricity markets. He has been retained in connection with 
power procurement arrangements, development of generation and cogeneration facilities 
and the Ontario government’s clean energy supply and renewable energy supply RFPs and 
contracts. He has been involved in electricity restructuring in Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Ghana, 
Albania, Macedonia and the Regional Southeast European market. He has also chaired the 
Ontario Energy Association’s Task Force on Ontario’s proposed electricity legislation. Ron is a 
co-author of Energy Regulation in Ontario: Electricity (Lexis/Nexis) and has been recognized 
as a leading lawyer in Energy by The Legal 500 Canada, Chambers Canada: Canada’s 
Leading Lawyers for Business, Legal Media Group’s Guide to the World’s Leading Energy 
and Natural Resource Lawyers and The Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory.

CRAIG SABINE
Director, Energy Transformation, Navigant

Craig Sabine is a Director in the Global Energy Practice at Navigant, leads the firm’s Energy 
Transformation solutions team in Canada and is Chair of Navigant’s regulatory transformation 
initiative. Craig is a strategic partner and trusted advisor to Canadian utilities, energy sector 
organizations, the financial services sector and large energy consumers. Working with 
executive management teams, Craig focuses on the strategic market opportunities and 
regulatory challenges within and across the energy value chain, supporting the public and 
private sectors in a number of key business areas including, strategic planning, innovation, 
regulatory, operations and investment decision making. Craig is a recognized leader in 
the analysis of energy markets across the country and in sustainable development and 
infrastructure planning. Key recent projects have included supporting development of 
Ontario’s Long Term Energy Plan through its fuels market analysis, decisions regarding 
Manitoba Hydro’s $25 billion capital investment plan and as a member of the evaluation 
committee assessing the procurement of an $900 million combine cycle power plant 
in Saskatchewan. Craig also advises utility and power generation companies on asset 
transactions and has supported due diligence efforts on over $10 billion in transactions. 
Prior to Navigant Craig was a Senior Manager and Eastern Region Lead of MNP LLP’s energy 
practice and a Manager at ICF Marbek.
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JANET DE SILVA
President & CEO, Toronto Region Board of Trade

Jan De Silva is a seasoned international business executive with a proven track record of 
excelling in on-the-ground leadership roles. As President & CEO of the Toronto Region 
Board of Trade, Jan is spearheading efforts to make Toronto one of the most competitive 
and sought-after business regions in the world. `Prior to joining the Board, Jan spent 14 
years in leadership roles in Asia. She served as CEO of Sun Life Financial’s Hong Kong 
subsidiary and Mainland China joint venture. She co-founded and was CEO of Retail China 
Limited, which was acquired in 2010. She later served as Dean of Ivey Asia, leading the 
Hong Kong campus and Asia operations of Ivey Business School of Western University.

Highly respected for her business advocacy and government engagement efforts, Jan has 
been named one of Canada’s Top 100 Most Powerful Women, a Woman of our Time by 
Hong Kong’s South China Morning Post and made the Canadian Board Diversity Council’s 
inaugural Diversity 50 list. She currently sits on the boards of Intact Financial Corporation, 
Blue Umbrella Limited and the Greater Toronto CivicAction Alliance.

CO
M

PETITIVEN
ESS &

 BU
SIN

ESS CO
STS PA

N
EL 
COMPETITIVENESS 
& BUSINESS COSTS 

PANEL 



ANTHONY HAINES
President and CEO, Toronto Hydro Corporation

Anthony Haines is the President and Chief Executive Officer of Toronto Hydro Corporation 
and its subsidiaries, one of the largest urban electricity distribution companies in North 
America. He is a seasoned leader with over 30 years of experience in both natural gas 
and electricity, which brings a unique perspective to the Canadian energy industry. Mr. 
Haines currently participates on the Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) Market 
Renewal Panel. He is the past Chair of the Ontario Energy Association (OEA) and Canadian 
Electricity Association (CEA). He has received a number of industry accolades, including 
the Electricity Distributors Association’s Chair’s Citation Award, OEA’s Leader of the Year, 
Corporate Responsibility Association’s North America CEO of the year (first Canadian 
to receive) and Energy Council of Canada’s 2014 Canadian Energy Person of the Year. 
In addition to his commitment to the energy industry, Mr. Haines is actively involved in 
philanthropic activities. He is most proud of his fundraising efforts for the Ross Tilley Burn 
Center at Sunnybrook Hospital, the largest and most advanced burn treatment centre in 
Canada. Mr. Haines is responsible for Toronto Hydro’s charity golf tournament, which has 
raised millions of dollars for electrical injury rehabilitation research.

CYNTHIA HANSEN
Executive Vice President, Utilities & Power Operations, Enbridge Inc.

Cynthia Hansen was appointed Executive Vice President, Utilities and Power Operations, 
on February 27, 2017. Cynthia is responsible for the overall leadership and operations of 
Enbridge Gas Distribution and Union Gas, two of Canada’s largest natural gas utilities, 
as well as Enbridge Gas New Brunswick, Gazifère and St. Lawrence Gas. She also holds 
responsibility for the operations of Enbridge’s power generating assets, which currently 
include renewable energy investments in wind, solar, geothermal and hydroelectric, as well 
as waste heat recovery facilities and power transmission lines owned in whole or in part by 
Enbridge. Cynthia has more than 19 years of experience working in operational, financial 
and safety leadership roles within Enbridge including President, Enbridge Gas Distribution 
and Senior Vice President, Operations within Liquids Pipelines. Prior to joining Enbridge, 
she worked as a Principal for PricewaterhouseCoopers. Cynthia is a member of Calgary-
based Enbridge Inc.’s Executive Leadership Team. Cynthia is Chair of the Ontario Energy 
Association, and serves on the boards of Energir Inc. and the Energy Council of Canada. 
She is also a member of the University of Alberta School of Business Advisory Council. In 
the past, she served on the boards of the Canadian Gas Association, the Canadian Energy 
Pipelines Association (CEPA), the Alberta Chamber of Resources, the Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, and NorQuest College, among others. Cynthia was named one of Canada’s Most 
Powerful Women: Top 100 by the Women’s Executive Network and was recognized as a 
Canadian Business Leader by Catalyst Canada.

RICK COUNIHAN
Vice President, Regulatory and Government Affairs (North America), Nest Labs

Rick Counihan is Head of Energy Regulatory and Governmental Affairs for Nest Labs, the 
maker of the Nest Learning Thermostat.

Rick has over 25 years experience in the energy and utility fields, with employment stints 
in state, local and federal government, as well as the private sector. Prior to Nest, Rick was 
Vice-President of Government Affairs for EnerNOC a leader in demand response and energy 
management services for the commercial and industrial sectors for 8 years. Before EnerNOC, 
Rick was Vice President at the Electricity Innovation Institute (E2I), a nonprofit research 
institute affiliated with the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) to build public/private 
partnerships to improve the nation’s electricity systems and an early research center on 
the Smart Grid. Rick also worked in regulatory affairs for five years with Southern California 
Edison.
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BRIAN BENTZ
President and CEO, Alectra Inc.

Brian is the President and CEO of Alectra Inc., the largest municipally-owned utility by 
customer base in Canada. While Brian played a major role in the creation of Alectra through 
a merger of three Ontario electric utilities and the acquisition of a fourth, his expertise in 
utility consolidations was also demonstrated on several occasions in his previous position 
as the President and CEO of PowerStream. His leadership was instrumental in the growth 
of that utility from its creation following the merger of three local electricity distribution 
companies in Markham, Richmond Hill and Vaughan in 2004. He was also a driving force in 
the acquisition of Aurora Hydro in 2005, the 2009 merger with Barrie Hydro and the 2012 
partnership with the Town of Collingwood in the ownership of Collus PowerStream. He 
currently serves as Chair of the Electrical Safety Authority and the Independent Electricity 
System Operator Stakeholder Advisory Committee. Brian is also on the Board of Directors 
of Collus PowerStream, the OEA and is a member of the Ontario Energy Board Advisory 
Committee on Innovation. Previously, he served as Chair of the OEA, Electricity Distributors 
Association, Municipal Electric Association Reciprocal Insurance Exchange and the 
Ontario Power Authority Stakeholder Advisory Committee as well as Vice-Chair of Collus 
PowerStream and Board member of the Canadian Electricity Association.

UTILITY EVOLUTION 
PANEL 



JESSICA HOLMES 
Celebrated Comedian, Author, Mental Health Advocate

A favourite on Royal Canadian Air Farce, Jessica Holmes has brought the house down 
opening for giants such as Ellen DeGeneres, Russell Peters, Jerry Seinfeld, and Oprah 
Winfrey. Her hilarious take on life’s challenges as well as her unique knack for skewering 
celebrities (including Nikki Minaj and Celine Dion) have audiences in stitches. Her 
customized emcee and entertainment presentations — which include motivation and 
wellness — are always a hit.

As a performer, Jessica’s productions have garnered her a “Platinum Award” at The 
Worldfest International Film Festival; and nominations for Gemini Awards and the prestigious 
Tim Sims Scholarship. She has appeared at Just For Laughs and Second City. She is 
also known for her work in films, including Welcome to Mooseport, Citizen Duane, and 
Moonpoint. She continues to perform comedy across the country, with a recent appearance 
on CBC’s Winnipeg Comedy Festival television special. And of course, every year you can 
see her new characters on the Air Farce NYE special.

Jessica is devoted to helping others live well. In her wellness keynotes, she mixes humour 
with her message about the importance of de-stressing and laughing at life’s shortcomings, 
and speaks with intelligence and insight on her own experiences of dealing with depression, 
finding work-life balance, and re-igniting passion. In 2018 she joined the Bell Let’s Talk 
campaign as one of their celebrity ambassadors.

Jessica’s autobiographical book, I Love Your Laugh, was published in 2010, and she recently 
completed her second book, Depression: The Comedy. She lives in Toronto with her 
husband, two children, and a gaggle of pets.
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HON. GREG RICKFORD 
Minister of Energy, Northern Development and Mines/Minister of Indigenous Affairs

Greg Rickford was elected as MPP for Kenora-Rainy River in June 2018 and sworn in as 
Minister of Energy, Northern Development and Mines, and Indigenous Affairs. Instilled with 
the values of hard work and public service from a young age, Greg has earned degrees in 
common and civil law from McGill University, and an MBA from Laval University. Those values 
brought Greg to the remote First Nations communities of Northern Ontario as a young 
man where he worked as a nurse and lawyer. Greg’s experience led him to understand the 
issues and opportunities that face the Kenora-Rainy River riding. As a federal Member of 
Parliament, Greg made improving economic and infrastructure conditions for First Nations in 
the area one of his core goals.

He was the first Conservative MP ever elected in the 84-year history of the Kenora riding. 
In 2013, Greg was appointed to Cabinet as the Minister of State (Science and Technology) 
and the Minister for the Federal Economic Development Initiative for Northern Ontario 
(FedNor). In 2014, he was promoted to the Minister of Natural Resources while retaining his 
responsibilities for FedNor. Previously, Greg had served as the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, the Parliamentary Secretary for the 
Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency (CanNor), and for the Federal Economic 
Development Initiative for Northern Ontario (FedNor).

Between 2015 and 2018, Minister Rickford practiced law and served as a strategic advisor 
to a number of companies and organizations specializing in natural resources, indigenous 
affairs, health, and legal matters. 
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Northland Power Inc. 
www.northlandpower.ca
30 St. Clair Avenue West, 12th Floor
Toronto, ON M4V 3A2

Northland Power is a power producer dedicated to 
developing, building, owning and operating clean and 
green power projects in Canada, Europe and other selected 
jurisdictions. Our facilities produce electricity from clean-
burning natural gas and renewable resources such as wind, 
solar and biomass.

THANK YOU TO 
OUR SPONSORS!

PANEL SPONSORS
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
www.pwc.com/ca/power-utilities
Twitter: @PwC_Canada_LLP
18 York Street, PwC Tower, Suite 2600
Toronto, ON, M5J 0B2
www.pwc.com/ca/en/

PricewaterhouseCoopers provides power and utility 
companies with industry-focused advisory, tax and assurance 
services to build public trust and enhance value for our 
clients. We have been serving the utilities industry for 
more than 100 years. We work with 5800 partners and staff 
across Canada and belong to a trusted network of advisors 
worldwide, including over 5300 dedicated utilities people. 
Our services include: external and internal audit, transaction 
support, operations improvement and technology advisory, 
risk management and capital projects support and a wide 
range of other consulting services.

NEST Labs
www.nest.com
Twitter: @nest
25 Ridley Gardens
Toronto, ON, M6R 2T7

Nest’s mission is to create a home that’s thoughtful – one 
that takes care of itself and the people inside it. The 
company focuses on simple, beautiful and delightful 
hardware, software and services. The original Nest Learning 
Thermostat™ was a fundamental reinvention of the 
household thermostat, and quickly became one of the most 
popular products in its category, with exceptional customer 
satisfaction ratings and numerous awards for its innovative 
design.

The Nest Learning Thermostat™ and Nest Energy Services 
keep customers comfortable and address home energy 
consumption. Nest has collaborated with utility partners to 
run thermostat-based energy programs across both North 
America and Europe since 2012. Depending on the utility’s 
particular goals, these programs focus on energy efficiency, 
demand response, or both, and offer customers unique 
ways to save energy and participate in easy-to-understand 
energy programs. Nest has over three dozen utility partners 
including: Hydro One, Enbridge Gas Distribution, Energy 
Plus, Con Edison, Southern California Edison, Xcel Energy 
etc.

Power Advisory LLC 
www.poweradvisoryllc.com
Twitter: @PowerAdvisory
55 University Avenue, Suite 605, PO Box 32
Toronto, ON M5J 2H7

Power Advisory LLC is a leading North American 
management consulting firm that specializes in electricity 
sector matters and solutions. We offer a highly qualified and 
focused team that provides market-tested and value-driven
consulting support. Our advice is based on an understanding 
of fundamental economic drivers shaped by electricity 
market structures, generation technologies, regulatory 
frameworks, government policies and market behavior.

Stratejm Inc.
www.stratejm.com
Twitter: @stratejm
5285 Solar Drive, Suite 204
Mississauga, ON L4W 5B8

Stratejm (www.stratejm.com) has developed North America’s 
premier Cloud-based Security-as-a-Service (SECaaS). Backed 
by our state-of-the-art 24/7 Cyber Intelligence Centre 
located in Mississauga, Stratejm is helping organizations 
to effectively and efficiently solve the security challenge.  
Stratejm’s SECaaS has been selected by Ontario’s most 
forward-thinking regulated utilities to accelerate their path 
to compliance with the Ontario Energy Board’s Cybersecurity 
Framework (OEB-CSF).

McCarthy Tetrault LLP
www.mccarthy.ca
Twitter: @McCarthy_ca
66 Wellington Street West, PO Box 48, Suite 5300
Toronto, ON M5K 1E6

McCarthy Tetrault is Canada’s premier law firm advising on 
Canadian and international energy matters.  Our Energy 
Group has more than 50 lawyers, providing advice to 
developers, equity investors, lenders, utilities, pipelines, 
cogen hosts, oil and gas producers, fuel suppliers, 
equipment suppliers, marketers and major industrial and 
commercial users, as well as to governments and public 
agencies in policy and legislative reviews.

Spark Power Corp.
www.sparkpower.ca
Twitter: @SparkPowerCorp
1315 North Service Road East, Suite 300
Oakville, ON L6H 1A7

Spark Power Corp. is a leading independent electrical power 
services and solutions company serving over 6,500 industrial, 
commercial, institutional, renewable and agricultural 
customers, as well as utility markets including municipalities, 
universities, schools, and hospitals across North America.

LANYARD SPONSOR

PEN & NOTEBOOK SPONSOR
Hydro One
www.hydroone.com
Twitter: @hydroone
483 Bay Street, 8th Floor, South Tower
Toronto, ON M5G 2P5

Hydro One Inc. is a fully owned subsidiary of Hydro One 
Limited, Ontario’s largest electricity transmission and 
distribution provider with more than 1.3 million valued 
customers, $24.8 billion in assets and revenues of over $6.5 
billion. Our team of 5,500 skilled and dedicated employees 
proudly and safely serves suburban, rural and remote 
communities across Ontario through our 30,000 circuit km 
high-voltage transmission and 123,000 circuit km primary 
distribution networks. Hydro One is committed to the 
communities we serve, and has been rated as the top utility 
in Canada for its corporate citizenship, sustainability, and 
diversity initiatives. We are one of only four utility companies 
in Canada to achieve the Sustainable Energy Company 
designation from the Canadian Electrical Association. We 
also provide advanced broadband telecommunications 
services on a wholesale basis utilizing our extensive fibre 
optic network.

Gowling WLG 
www.gowlingwlg.com
Twitter: @gowlingwlg_ca 
1 First Canadian Place, Suite 1600
Toronto, ON M5X 1G5

Gowling WLG is an international law firm built on the belief 
that the best way to serve you is to be in tune with your 
world, aligned with your opportunity and ambitious for your 
success. With more than 1,400 legal professionals in 18 cities 
worldwide, we provide our clients with in-depth expertise 
in key global sectors and a suite of legal services at home 
and abroad. We see the world through our clients’ eyes, 
and collaborate across countries, offices, service areas and 
sectors to help them succeed, no matter how challenging the 
circumstances.

Aird & Berlis LLP 
www.airdberlis.com
Twitter: @AirdBerlis   @energy_insider 
Brookfield Place, 181 Bay Street, Suite 1800
Toronto, ON M5J 2T9

The Aird & Berlis Energy Group is a diverse group of lawyers 
who are capable of representing clients in connection with 
any energy issue. We are recognized as experts by the 
energy law community and have extensive experience acting 
for many organizations involved in the energy industry,
including regulated utilities, generators, major power users, 
developers, lenders and regulators. 

ENERGYGALA DINNER SPONSOR

NETWORKING LUNCHEON SPONSOR

Aecon  
www.aecon.com
Twitter: @AeconGroup
20 Carlson Court, Suite 800
Toronto, ON M9W 7K6
www.aecon.com

Aecon is a Canadian leader and partner-of-choice in 
construction and infrastructure development, providing 
integrated turnkey services to private and public sector 
clients for more than a century. Aecon is a sophisticated, 
resilient and flexible company with a diverse portfolio of 
work including some of Canada’s most famous landmarks 
– from the CN Tower and St. Lawrence Seaway, to the 
Vancouver Sky Train and Halifax Shipyards. 

Aecon has also helped to build hundreds of factories, roads, 
bridges, rapid transit systems, sewers, theatres, universities, 
hospitals, offices, hotels, arts centres, hydro dams and power 
plants, mine sites, oil & gas pipelines, and electrical, gas 
distribution, and telecommunication networks – building 
things that matter to Canadians.

CHOCOLATE SPONSOR

REGISTRATION SPONSOR
Robert B. Somerville Co. Limited
www.rbsomerville.com
Twitter: @RBSomerville
13176 Dufferin Street
King City, ON, L7B 1K5

Robert B. Somerville is a pipeline and utility contractor 
specializing in construction activities including mainline 
pipeline transmission, distribution pipelines, hydro & 
telecom infrastructure, horizontal directional drilling and 
hydroexcavating.

ENERGIZER BREAK SPONSOR

The Aird & Berlis Energy Group is a diverse group of lawyers 
who are capable of representing clients in connection with 
any energy issue. We are recognized as experts by the 
energy law community and have extensive experience acting 
for many organizations involved in the energy industry, 
including regulated utilities, generators, major power users, 
developers, lenders and regulators.

ENERGY LAW SPONSOR



Fasken and DeMarco Allan LLP
www.fasken.com 
www.demarcoallan.com
Twitter: @FaskenLaw  @DeMarcoAllan

DeMarco Allan LLP is Canada’s only climate change 
and clean energy boutique law firm. Based in Toronto, 
we practice innovative energy, climate change, and 
environmental regulatory law. We assist private and public 
sector clients where business, law and policy intersect.

Fasken’s Global Energy Group advises energy industry clients 
across a wide spectrum of legal service needs. Whether 
you are permitting a new pipeline or constructing a new 
transmission line, dealing with a labour disturbance at a 
generating facility, filing a new application with a utilities 
commission, or starting an M&A process on upstream assets, 
our multi-disciplinary team of professionals can help you 
succeed.

NRStor Incorporated
www.nrstor.com
Twitter: @NRStorTweets
101 College Street, Suite 345, MaRS Centre 
Toronto, ON M5G 1L7

NRStor is a Toronto-based energy storage project developer, 
owner and operator deploying battery, flywheel, and 
compressed air energy storage solutions. NRStor is focused 
on delivering projects in four key markets: utility-scale 
installations; commercial & industrial applications; remote 
communities and microgrids; and residential storage with the 
Tesla Powerwall (MPower Energy Solutions).

NAVIGANT CONSULTING INC.
www.navigant.com/energy
Twitter: @NavigantEnergy
333 Bay Street, Suite 1250
Toronto, ON M5H 2R2

With over 600 consultants, Navigant’s global Energy 
practice is the largest energy management consulting team 
in the industry. We collaborate with utilities, government 
and NGOs, industries and large corporations, product 
manufacturers, investors, and oil and gas companies to help 
them thrive in a rapidly changing energy environment. Our 
clients include the world’s 50 largest electric, water, and 
gas utilities; the 20 largest independent power generators; 
and the 20 largest gas distribution and pipeline companies. 
Navigant’s seasoned professionals and highly skilled 
specialists form exceptional teams to help clients transform 
their businesses, manage complexity and accelerate 
operational performance, meet compliance requirements, 
and transform systems and governance to address upcoming 
changes as the energy transformation takes hold. 

Armtech
www.armtec.com
Twitter: @ArmtecLP

Armtec Sound walls is the market leader in the noise barrier 
wall industry. We manufacture and supply a series of unique 
panel and post wall systems – including our Durisol® Precast 
Sound absorption panels and transparent ACRYLITE® 
Soundstop sheets, as well as narrow foot print retaining 
walls and fire-rated barriers. Our first noise walls were 
installed in Canada in 1977 and in the US in 1986 and are 
all still in service today. With over 30+ million square feet of 
wall installed to date, Armtec Sound walls stops the noise 
of industrial warehouses, utility enclosure sites, and urban 
infrastructure of all kinds right across North America.

Nuclear Waste Management Organization 
www.nwmo.ca
Twitter: @NWMOCanada
22 St. Clair Avenue East, 6th Floor
Toronto, ON M4T 2S3

The Nuclear Waste Management Organization (NWMO) is 
implementing Canada’s plan for the long-term management 
of used nuclear fuel. The organization was created in 2002 
by Canada’s nuclear electricity producers. Ontario Power 
Generation, NB Power and Hydro-Québec are the founding 
members, and along with Atomic Energy of Canada Limited, 
fund the NWMO’s operations. The NWMO operates on a 
not-for-profit basis and derives its mandate from the federal 
Nuclear Fuel Waste Act.

Continental Automated Buildings Association
www.caba.org
Twitter: @caba_news 
1173 Cyrville Road, Suite 201
Ottawa, ON K1J 7S6

The Continental Automated Buildings Association is a 
not-for-profit industry association that promotes advanced 
technologies for the automation of homes and buildings 
in North America.  CABA provides more information about 
integrated systems and automation in homes and buildings 
than any other source and is dedicated to advancing 
technology and integrated systems in home and buildings, 
creating opportunities for our members’ business activities 
and serving as the preferred global source of information, 
knowledge and networking for key stakeholders.

SUPPORTING PARTNERS
Toronto Region Board of Trade 
www.bot.com
Twitter: @TorontoRBOT
First Canadian Place
77 Adelaide Street West,
Toronto, ON M5X 1C1

The Toronto Region Board of Trade is one of the largest and 
most influential chambers of commerce in North America. 
Our constant flow of ideas, people and introductions to 
city builders and government officials firmly roots us as 
connectors for—and with—the business community. Backed 
by more than 12,000 members, we advocate on behalf 
of business for policy change to drive the growth and 
competitiveness of the Toronto region. We act as catalysts to 
make Toronto one of the most competitive and sought after 
business regions in the world, which starts with the success 
of our members.

Association of Power Producer of Ontario (APPrO)
www.appro.org
Twitter: @APPrOntario 
67 Yonge Street, Suite 1040
Toronto, ON M5E 1J8

APPrO is a non-profit organization representing generators 
operating in the province of Ontario, and a variety of 
organizations and individuals concerned with generation. 
APPrO has more than 100 members including developers, 
suppliers and consultants to power enterprises, both public 
and private, with an emphasis on implementing responsible 
and sustainable energy systems in Canada and around the 
world. APPrO is active in a wide range of stakeholdering 
processes and regulatory proceedings as well as being the 
publisher of four websites, IPPSO FACO Magazine, available 
online and in print, the Canadian Power Directory online, 
and the annual Canadian Power Conference proceedings. 
APPrO’s Annual Canadian Power Conference, held each 
November in Toronto, is the leading annual event for power 
suppliers in Canada. APPrO is also proud to have sponsored 
some of the largest Canadian conferences to date, focusing 
on the full range of issues of concern to the power industry.

EXHIBITORS

CHARGING STATION SPONSOR

CLOSING RECEPTION SPONSOR

CORPORATE SPONSORS
DIAMOND SPONSOR 
Alectra Inc. 
www.alectrautilities.com
Twitter: @alectranews 
2185 Derry Road West
Mississauga, ON L5N 7A6

Alectra’s family of energy companies distributes electricity 
to nearly one million customers in Ontario’s Greater Golden 
Horseshoe area and provides innovative energy solutions to 
these and thousands more all across Ontario. Our employees 
are allies in helping customers discover the possibilities of 
energy conservation and new technologies for enhancing 
their quality of life. We create sustainable value for our 
customers, communities and shareholders. Our family 
of companies includes Alectra Inc. (Mississauga), Alectra 
Utilities Corporation (Hamilton) and Alectra Energy Solutions 
Inc. (Vaughan).
 
PLATINUM SPONSOR
Enbridge Gas Distribution Inc. 
www.enbridge.com
Twitter: @EnbridgeGas
500 Consumers Road, P.O. Box 650
North York, ON M2J 1P8

Enbridge Gas Distribution is Canada’s largest natural gas 
distribution utility, delivering safe, clean and affordable 
natural gas to over two million customers across Ontario for 
over 165 years. Enbridge Gas Distribution’s affiliates serve 
parts of southwestern Quebec, New Brunswick and northern 
New York State. Enbridge Gas is owned by Enbridge Inc., 
the world’s longest crude oil and liquids transportation 
system across Canada and the U.S., and has a significant and 
growing involvement in natural gas gathering, transmission 
and midstream business, as well as an increasing involvement 
in power transmission and in renewable and green energy 
technologies, including wind, solar and hydrogen.

PLATINUM SPONSOR
Toronto Hydro Corp.
www.torontohydro.com
Twitter: @TorontoHydro
14 Carlton St.
Toronto, ON M5B 1K5

At Toronto Hydro, we’re committed to providing safe
and reliable to service our customers and delivering
economic value to the City of Toronto, while owning
and operating the electricity distribution system for
Canada’s largest city. A leader in conservation and
demand management, Toronto Hydro has over 765,000
customers located in the city of Toronto and distributes
approximately 19% of the electricity consumed in
Ontario.

ENERGYAWARDS SPONSOR



PLATINUM SPONSOR 
Union Gas Limited
www.uniongas.com
Twitter: @uniongas
50 Keil Drive North, PO Box 2001
Chatham, ON N7M 5M1

Union Gas Limited is a major Canadian natural gas
storage, transmission and distribution company based
in Ontario with over 100 years of experience and service
to customers. One of Canada’s Top 100 Employers
for 2017, Union Gas is an Enbridge Energy company
with assets of $7.2 billion and approximately 2,300
employees. 
 
SILVER SPONSOR
NextEra Energy Inc. 
www.NextEraEnergyCanada.com
Twitter: @nexteraenergy
390 Bay Street, Suite 1720
Toronto, ON, M5H 2Y2

NextEra Energy Canada is an indirect, wholly-owned 
subsidiary of NextEra Energy Resources, LLC, North 
America’s leading generator of renewable energy from the 
wind and sun with more than 9,500 turbines in operation 
in North America. NextEra Energy Canada is focused on 
future wind and solar development in Ontario and other 
provinces. We have four wind facilities currently operating in 
other provinces, two solar farms operating in Ontario and are 
developing eight additional wind energy centres in Ontario.

SILVER SPONSOR
Oakville Enterprises 
www.oecorp.ca
Twitter: @OakEntCorp
861 Redwood Square
PO Box 1900
Oakville, ON, L6K 0C7

Oakville Enterprises’ (OEC) family of energy and 
infrastructure companies serve municipalities, 
telecommunications, electrical distribution, and energy 
infrastructure businesses throughout Canada and beyond. 
Customers look to OEC’s 1000+ employees to provide 
innovative and valued solutions that meet their needs, on 
time and budget. OEC specializes in providing integrated 
services that include utility engineering, asset management, 
utility locates, fibre network design, GIS mobile and aerial 
mapping, GIS management, commercial energy generation/
storage, electricity distribution and more.

BRONZE SPONSOR 
Hydro Ottawa
www.hydroottawaholding.com /
www.hydroottawa.com
Twitter: @hydroottawa   @energyottawa
3025 Albion Road North, P.O. Box 8700
Ottawa , ON, K1G 3S4

Hydro Ottawa Holding Inc. owns and operates two 
subsidiary companies, Hydro Ottawa Limited and Energy 
Ottawa Inc. Hydro Ottawa Limited delivers electricity to 
more than 328,000 homes and businesses in Ottawa and 
Casselman. For more than 100 years, it has reliably supplied 
its customers with power, building and investing in the local 
electric grid. Energy Ottawa Inc. is the largest municipally-
owned producer of green power in Ontario. Its diverse 
offerings include a wide range of energy management 
services and infrastructure management solutions.
 
BRONZE SPONSOR
TransCanada Corporation 
www.transcanada.com
Twitter: @TransCanada
450 - 1st Street S.W.
Calgary, AB, T2P 5H1

TransCanada is a leader in the responsible development and 
reliable operation of North American energy infrastructure. 
Our network of gas and liquids pipelines strategically 
connects growing energy supplies to key markets across 
Canada, the U.S. and Mexico. TransCanada is one of the 
continent’s largest providers of gas storage and related 
services. A growing independent power producer, 
TransCanada owns, controls and is developing a diverse 
portfolio of generation capacity in Canada and the United 
States.

Brian Buchan Toronto Hydro
 

Chis Wray, Enbridge
 

Craig Sabine, Navigant
 

Jason Chee-Aloy, Power Advisory
 

Jennifer Tuck, NextEra
 

Phil Danielse, Hilti
 

Rachel Ingram, Rodan
 

Ron Clark, Aird & Berlis
 

Sarah Griffiths, EnerNOC
 

Vince Brescia, OEA

Roy Hrab, OEA 

Maddi Thompson, PwC
 

Jill Lising, PwC
 

Jodi Charto, OEC
 

Lina DiMatteo, OEA

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE 
OEA EVENTS COMMITTEE!

ABOUT THE OEA...
The Ontario Energy Association (OEA) is the 
credible and trusted voice of the energy sector. 
We earn our reputation by being an integral and 
influential part of energy policy development 
and decision making in Ontario. We represent 
Ontario’s energy leaders that span the full 
diversity of the energy industry.

The OEA takes a grassroots approach to policy 
development by combining thorough evidence 
based research with executive interviews and 
member polling. This unique approach ensures 
our policies are not only grounded in rigorous 
research, but represent the views of the majority 
of our members. This sound policy foundation 
allows us to advocate directly with government 
decision makers to tackle issues of strategic 
importance to our members.

Together, we are working to build a stronger 
energy future for Ontario.



Chair: Cynthia Hansen
Executive Vice President,

Utilities & Power Operations, Enbridge Inc.

Vice Chair: Rob Lister
President and CEO, Oakville Enterprises

Michael Angemeer
President and CEO, Veridian Corporation

Steve Baker
President, Union Gas Limited

Brian Bentz
President and CEO, Alectra Inc.

Max Cananzi
President and CEO, Alectra Utilities Corporation

Bryce Conrad
President and CEO, Hydro Ottawa Holding Inc.

Paul M. Grod
President & CEO, Rodan Energy Solutions

Anthony Haines
President and CEO, Toronto Hydro Corp.

David McFadden
Counsel, Gowling WLG

Tracy Robinson
Senior Vice President & General Manager

Canadian Natural Gas Pipelines, TransCanada Pipelines Limited

Annette Verschuren
Chair and CEO, NRStor Inc.

Vince Brescia
President and CEO, Ontario Energy Association
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CONTACT
Ontario Energy Association
121 Richmond Street West, Suite 202
Toronto, ON M5H 2K1
www.energyontario.ca 
events@energyontario.ca

Follow us social media! #OEA

@energyontario

The Ontario Energy Association

@ontarioenergyassociation


